
	  

 

Expert Tips for Preventing Identity Theft 
According to the Federal Trade Commission, identity theft is now the number one 
fraud complaint in the United States. However, once you know the facts and some 
preventive measures to apply, you can protect yourself against identity theft. 

Several expert sources offer helpful advice on ways to protect yourself and your loved 
ones from becoming victims. For example:  

• Safeguard your social security number, passwords, driver’s license and PIN 
numbers – This information provides easy access to your financial and legal 
information. Keep them in a secure place, like a sage or lockbox in your home. 

• Monitor bank, credit card and loan statements – If you see any information 
that does not look right, contact the company immediately. 

• Don’t shop on unsecured wireless networks or shared computers – Also, 
beware of people lurking, especially when using the ATM, credit cards, checks 
and your laptop or a community computer. 

• Have checks delivered to your bank or post office box – An unlocked home 
mailbox is an easy target. 

• When throwing out documents that contain personal information, shred 
them into small pieces – Also, be sure to cut up rarely used or unused 
cards. Otherwise, it makes it easier for a thief digging through your trash to find 
something. 

• Review your credit reports – The official, toll-free automated number to call 
and order your free annual credit reports is 877-322-8228. If you see anything 
suspicious, you should dispute any and all inaccuracies via certified mail. 

• Shop only on safe and secure websites – When you make an online purchase 
and proceed to check out, make sure the URL address has changed from “http” 
to “https,” which indicates that the website is secure and your purchase 
information has been encrypted. 

• Beware of scams – Never provide any personal information such as your Social 
Security number, bank account numbers or credit card data to anyone who 
contacts you via telephone solicitation, email or through social networking sites. 

• Prevent thieves from cracking passwords – Choose passwords very carefully 
and maximize password strength. Birth dates, pet names, favorite vacation 
spots and interests should be avoided, as they could be discoverable by 
professional identity thieves. Try to memorize your passwords to avoid having to 
write them down. 

• Keep a list of important phone numbers to call – You will need them if you 
lose your wallet or other property that contains important personal information. 

By following this sound advice, you can significantly reduce the chances of you or a 
loved one becoming the victims of identity theft. 

  



	  

 

 
Welcome to Williamsburg Landing 

Looking for a vibrant, engaging and fulfilling way of life? If so, you’ll find it at 
Williamsburg Landing. 

Nestled on 137 wooded acres along the serene banks of College Creek in Williamsburg, 
Va., Williamsburg Landing is the premier, not-for-profit Continuing Care Retirement 
Community (CCRC), serving Williamsburg and the surrounding areas since 1985. With 
one visit, you’ll understand what makes Williamsburg Landing so special. 

With a past rich in tradition and a future filled with promise, Williamsburg Landing is 
the perfect place to call home – for today and tomorrow. 

To learn more or schedule a tour, please contact us today!	  


